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Technology Transfer Mechanisms at DOE Laboratories at a Glance 
 

Agreement Use Funding Subject Inventions Generated Data U.S. Competitiveness Cost Highlights 

Cooperative 
Research and 
Development 
Agreement 

(CRADA) 

Collaborative research 
between DOE Labs and 
public and/or private 
entities for the mutual 
benefit of the parties 

Private 
and/or 
Federal 
funds 

Lab and Participant may 
elect their own 
inventions and 
Participant has right to 
negotiate exclusive 
license to Lab 
inventions 

Protected for up 
to 5 years 

Products embodying IP 
resulting from CRADA shall 
be manufactured 
substantially in the U.S. 

Lab and 
Participant may 
share costs or 
Participant pays 
100% funds-in 

 Collaborative 
research 
 5 year data 
protection 
 Designed for multi- 
party collaborative 
research 

Strategic 
Partnership 

Project (SPP) 

Work for businesses and 
other non-federal 
entities using highly 
specialized or unique 
DOE facilities, services or 
technical expertise 

Private 
funds 

Sponsor may elect title 
to Subject Inventions1 

Protected as 
Sponsor’s 
proprietary data 
w/limited 
exceptions1,2,3 

U.S. Preference: Sponsor 
agrees not to grant any party 
exclusive right to use or sell 
products embodying Subject 
Inventions in the U.S. unless 
products are manufactured 
substantially in the U.S. 

Sponsor pays full 
cost recovery 

 Sponsor typically 
retains right to elect 
title to subject 
inventions 
 Generated data 
treated as proprietary 
Option for limited 
Gov. R&D license3 

Federal 
funds (e.g. 
grantee) 

Lab may elect title to 
Subject Inventions of 
the Lab 

Unlimited Gov. 
rights U.S. Preference (see above) Sponsor pays full 

cost recovery 
 Access to unique 
facilities and expertise 
using federal funds 

  




